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L n From the Editor ...
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spring
land, | am reminded of the friendships our community grows and the longevity of our relationships.

edition of 20009! Having

Daisy started goldpanning at the age of 5 attending and befriending goldpanners from around the world.
{ Now in her mid twenty's she still attends championships and was honoured when panners from the world

came to her special event. It is lovely when you can fly thousands of miles, go to a strange town or city

and instantly know four hundred people!

This year will bring changes to our association with a new president and members of the executive committee. Our thanks

go to Vince for his leadership and we look forward to supporting our next president as well.

Golden Times is our magazine that spans all our nations and organisations, along with the WGA website it provides con-

tacts and stories from the World as well as providing dates of competitions and events. As ever, we rely on you to provide

us your adventures and events, otherwise GT will become a very thin publication!

See you in Italy!

To contact our editor staff please séod wga_comms@yahoogroups.com

M essage from the President

W ell, the last six years have
gone past very quickly. My
time as the WGA President is
nearly over, | have enjoyed it
hugely and hope that |
have made at least a little
progress with you all in
making our sport and pas-
sion a world -class event. It
has been a great honour
and | thank all of you
who've helped me over the
years.

Last year | found some very
beautiful gold and made
some wonderful new friends
and this set me thinking. If
we firstly consider gold; it is timeless, beautiful,
durable, won't let you down, and a joy to find and
hold. Now consider my friends and your friends in

the world of gold prospecting - they are timeless,
beautiful people, durable friends, they won't let

you down, and they are a joy to meet up with,

hug and hear all their news over a cup of tea, or
more likely, some beer! So you see, like pets and
their owners, we have become like the very gold

we seek.

And what about our work and achievements over
the last six years. A huge amount of progress has
been made in ensuring the development of new
and exciting gold pan designs while still safe-
guarding our traditions and the classic gold pan
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designs. We have also thought very hard about how
the competitions should run to make sure that the
panners are involved in the competition for as long
as possible. That seems to be a really important
point, people enjoy competing and they want to do
lots! And our communications are really excellent
now. Golden Times is a joy to read, the website is
the world's number one portal to contact national
gold associations. We have also updated and clari-
fied our rules and statutes. We have achieved a
great deal, but of course there is always more. |
wanted to explore linking the WGA closer to univer-
sities and professional people or companies with a
specific interest in geology, mineralogy and the oc-
currence of natural gold - but my time is up, some-
body else will have to do that if they want to.

So now we have the job of choosing the next presi-
dent in Italy, there are so many good people to
choose from. Please let your National Representa-
tives know who you want as your next world presi-
dent and then they can put forward the nominations
to the WGA Secretary, Pirjo. | will find it hard to
leave after so many years as treasurer and then
president, but, as in all of life, we have our time to
make the best of things and then must move on. So
you gold prospectors, travel, have adventures, find
new gold and new friends for they are both treasure!

Vince

Vincent Thurkettle
President
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D ear Friends,

here | am while another golden year starts and this very year is special to me as never before.
Working in the Board gave me the opportunity to stay closer to the central point of decisions in
the W.G.A. and, above all, gave me the chance to write the Statutes of our organization.

During last years | also wrote the Flag protocol and then | was side by side to President Vincent
Thurkettle and Competition Committee chairman Ken Karlsson in writing the new rules for com-
petitions.

| had the big pleasure to talk to really many of you, thousands friends in gold and this let me
know your opinions and thoughts about the great gold family we are.

Our organization improves every year thanks to the cooperation of many of you, | can say of all
of you: some are just talking and some are doing, but all of you is important to the W.G.A. as a
single brick in a wall.

Now | am finalizing my job and | am seeing the dream come true. The World is coming to Biella

finally! I hope you will enjoy your time in my own Country, my homeland, the place where | was

born. The place | contributed to build as a new spot in the goldpanning world only 9 years ago

when we started build the Arena for the Euro2001 event. It was a long way believe me, a huge

and tiring job to do but | feel thrilled already
I hope you will appreciate Victimula golden village and Zubiena town, the hamlet of Vermogno and the town of

Biella, capital of our province, the Biellese area of hills and woodlands, mountains and rivers, the single gold chip

you will hopefully find in them. And the Italian food and drinks.

If so, my dream it will not just be true, it will be a wonderful special one to store in my mind.

And | will be there waiting for you and your relatives and friends coming, together with the Organisation Commit-
tee, the Italian goldpanners and the Zubiena and Biellese inhabitants, to welcome you.

So, see you soon in ltaly, at Biella2009 W.G.C.

yours,

Arturo

now,

World Goldpanning Association
Executive Committee Election

| n 2009 the president and treasurer positions are up for election. Both serving
members Vincent Thurkettle and Esko Orava have completed two terms and can-
not stand again.

Nominations will be accepted up to 24 hours before the WGA council meeting.
Nominations must be submitted to the secretary in writing.

Nominees will be invited to give a 2 -3 minute speech outlining why they are suit-
able for the position. Each nation will then vote via their national representa-
tives. The winning candidates will then serve the three year term.

For more details on the election process please see the WGA Statues on the
WGA website. http://www.w -g-a.org
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My first world gold panning championship

i the north west of
I was and it was reas-
suring to see familiar faces as | turned up at the camp-

was held in Navelgas
Spain in the province of Asturias

My first World Championship

Nati onal

off my time.

site. Looking over the field where the panning was to

be held | was in awe at the sheer size of everything as
I was only used to our quaint British championship in
Wanlochead. My aunt Yvonne took me on a tour of Na- a
valgas and introduced me to all the smiling faces. Eve-
ryone | met was so friendly and | felt really accepted. |
had arrived for the World championship on the 20

had a day and a half to find my feet and do a little
practice before the parade and opening ceremony.

The parade was magical. The Spanish had put a lot of
time and effort into it! The bagpipers and band were

the perfect way to begin the pa-
rade; they just 1
spirit after having to wait in the
very hot sun. Walking through the
streets was so exhilarating, sing-
ing my heart out, with people
cheering on either side holding
bright orange balloons and small
orange lions that the Dutch were
handing out. It was great to see
people supporting their country
with such pride and enthusiasm.

The next day the competition
started | couldnot
amount of people panning and the
speed they finished in. As a junior
I had only used the flat pan once
or twice and my time was around
seven minutes! | knew | desper-
ately needed to speed up or my
chances of winning a medal were
close to nothing. So, most morn-
ings | would wake up early, head
down to the practice troughs and
pan out a few shovelfuls of sand.
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While | was down there we held time trials for the British
al though I di
was good practice and | managed to shave four minutes

There had been a few days of panning before | had a
chance to pan and | was completely dreading getting into
going
kept running through my head. Although people said |
coul dndt
deep in the trough did nothing for my anxiety as | had

to

once hoped it would. Then looking out over the sea of
faces | could feel something other than fear inside me.

AfReady. 0 My
Adrenaline

hear't
gripped

clockwork: gravel in the pan and pan in the water. | could
hear my team mates shouting but | tried my best to focus
on my panning. When the majority of the gravel had dis-
appeared, | swirled what was left and to my relief | saw
three shiny nuggets staring up at me. After | had placed
my nuggets into the tube | leapt from the trough and let
my team carry on panning. Walking from the panning area
| sighed: the first pan is always the most nerve racking.

The music festival was one of the highlights of the
championship in my eyes. Even though | found the first
singer not to my taste | loved the rest of the music! Dot-
ted throughout the festival were Spanish men dressed as
Romans pouring and handing out cider. | began to walk

away, sippi

ng at t

who poured it for me told me | was drinking it all wrong.
He took my empty glass from me then refilled it; he
passed me the glass and motioned for me to start drinking

t hen
empty
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