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From the Editor ...
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Wel come to our spring edition of 20009! Having just

Daisy started goldpanning at the age of 5 attending and befriending goldpanners from around the world.

t~ 'ﬁﬂ land, | am reminded of the friendships our community grows and the longevity of our relationships.
&

Now in her mid twenty's she still attends championships and was honoured when panners from the world

came to her special event. It is lovely when you can fly thousands of miles, go to a strange town or city

and instantly know four hundred people!

This year will bring changes to our association with a new president and members of the executive committee. Our thanks

go to Vince for his leadership and we look forward to supporting our next president as well.

Golden Times is our magazine that spans all our nations and organisations, along with the WGA website it provides con-

tacts and stories from the World as well as providing dates of competitions and events. As ever, we rely on you to provide

us your adventures and events, otherwise GT will become a very thin publication!

See you in Italy!

To contact our editor staff please séod wga_comms@yahoogroups.com

M essage from the President

W ell, the last six years have
gone past very quickly. My
time as the WGA President is
nearly over, | have enjoyed it
hugely and hope that |
have made at least a little
progress with you all in
making our sport and pas-
sion a world -class event. It
has been a great honour
and | thank all of you
who've helped me over the
years.

Last year | found some very
beautiful gold and made
some wonderful new friends
and this set me thinking. If
we firstly consider gold; it is timeless, beautiful,
durable, won't let you down, and a joy to find and
hold. Now consider my friends and your friends in

the world of gold prospecting - they are timeless,
beautiful people, durable friends, they won't let

you down, and they are a joy to meet up with,

hug and hear all their news over a cup of tea, or
more likely, some beer! So you see, like pets and
their owners, we have become like the very gold

we seek.

And what about our work and achievements over
the last six years. A huge amount of progress has
been made in ensuring the development of new
and exciting gold pan designs while still safe-
guarding our traditions and the classic gold pan
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designs. We have also thought very hard about how
the competitions should run to make sure that the
panners are involved in the competition for as long
as possible. That seems to be a really important
point, people enjoy competing and they want to do
lots! And our communications are really excellent
now. Golden Times is a joy to read, the website is
the world's number one portal to contact national
gold associations. We have also updated and clari-
fied our rules and statutes. We have achieved a
great deal, but of course there is always more. |
wanted to explore linking the WGA closer to univer-
sities and professional people or companies with a
specific interest in geology, mineralogy and the oc-
currence of natural gold - but my time is up, some-
body else will have to do that if they want to.

So now we have the job of choosing the next presi-
dent in Italy, there are so many good people to
choose from. Please let your National Representa-
tives know who you want as your next world presi-
dent and then they can put forward the nominations
to the WGA Secretary, Pirjo. | will find it hard to
leave after so many years as treasurer and then
president, but, as in all of life, we have our time to
make the best of things and then must move on. So
you gold prospectors, travel, have adventures, find
new gold and new friends for they are both treasure!

Vince

Vincent Thurkettle
President
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D ear Friends,

here | am while another golden year starts and this very year is special to me as never before.
Working in the Board gave me the opportunity to stay closer to the central point of decisions in
the W.G.A. and, above all, gave me the chance to write the Statutes of our organization.

During last years | also wrote the Flag protocol and then | was side by side to President Vincent
Thurkettle and Competition Committee chairman Ken Karlsson in writing the new rules for com-
petitions.

| had the big pleasure to talk to really many of you, thousands friends in gold and this let me
know your opinions and thoughts about the great gold family we are.

Our organization improves every year thanks to the cooperation of many of you, | can say of all
of you: some are just talking and some are doing, but all of you is important to the W.G.A. as a
single brick in a wall.

Now | am finalizing my job and | am seeing the dream come true. The World is coming to Biella

finally! I hope you will enjoy your time in my own Country, my homeland, the place where | was

born. The place | contributed to build as a new spot in the goldpanning world only 9 years ago

when we started build the Arena for the Euro2001 event. It was a long way believe me, a huge

and tiring job to do but | feel thrilled already
I hope you will appreciate Victimula golden village and Zubiena town, the hamlet of Vermogno and the town of

Biella, capital of our province, the Biellese area of hills and woodlands, mountains and rivers, the single gold chip

you will hopefully find in them. And the Italian food and drinks.

If so, my dream it will not just be true, it will be a wonderful special one to store in my mind.

And | will be there waiting for you and your relatives and friends coming, together with the Organisation Commit-
tee, the Italian goldpanners and the Zubiena and Biellese inhabitants, to welcome you.

So, see you soon in ltaly, at Biella2009 W.G.C.

yours,

Arturo

now,

World Goldpanning Association
Executive Committee Election

| n 2009 the president and treasurer positions are up for election. Both serving
members Vincent Thurkettle and Esko Orava have completed two terms and can-
not stand again.

Nominations will be accepted up to 24 hours before the WGA council meeting.
Nominations must be submitted to the secretary in writing.

Nominees will be invited to give a 2 -3 minute speech outlining why they are suit-
able for the position. Each nation will then vote via their national representa-
tives. The winning candidates will then serve the three year term.

For more details on the election process please see the WGA Statues on the
WGA website. http://www.w -g-a.org
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/) My first World Championship
)

My first world gold panning championship While | was down there we held time trials for the British
was held in Navelgas i the north west of National Team; although | didndt m:
Spain in the province of Asturias I was and it was reas- was good practice and | managed to shave four minutes
suring to see familiar faces as | turned up at the camp- off my time.
site. Looking over the field where the panning was to
be held | was in awe at the sheer size of everything as There had been a few days of panning before | had a
I was only used to our quaint British championship in chance to pan and | was completely dreading getting into
Wanlochead. My aunt Yvonne took me on a tour of Na- a trough. fAYoudbre going to make an
valgas and introduced me to all the smiling faces. Eve- kept running through my head. Although people said |
ryone | met was so friendly and | felt really accepted. | would be fine | couldndét shake my

th

had arrived for the World championship on the 20

so | deep in the trough did nothing for my anxiety as | had

once hoped it would. Then looking out over the sea of

faces | could feel something other than fear inside me.

iReady. o My heart pounded in my thi
Adrenaline gripped my body. AGO! o |
clockwork: gravel in the pan and pan in the water. | could

hear my team mates shouting but | tried my best to focus

on my panning. When the majority of the gravel had dis-

appeared, | swirled what was left and to my relief | saw

three shiny nuggets staring up at me. After | had placed

my nuggets into the tube | leapt from the trough and let

my team carry on panning. Walking from the panning area

| sighed: the first pan is always the most nerve racking.

The music festival was one of the highlights of the
championship in my eyes. Even though | found the first
singer not to my taste | loved the rest of the music! Dot-
ted throughout the festival were Spanish men dressed as
Romans pouring and handing out cider. | began to walk
away, sipping at the delicious cid:¢
who poured it for me told me | was drinking it all wrong.
He took my empty glass from me then refilled it; he
passed me the glass and motioned for me to start drinking
then said, Al I in one! o | downed t
empty glass up to a cheer from the

had a day and a half to find my feet and do a little
practice before the parade and opening ceremony.

The parade was magical. The Spanish had put a lot of
time and effort into it! The bagpipers and band were
the perfect way to begin the pa-
rade; they just 1
spirit after having to wait in the
very hot sun. Walking through the
streets was so exhilarating, sing-
ing my heart out, with people
cheering on either side holding
bright orange balloons and small
orange lions that the Dutch were
handing out. It was great to see
people supporting their country
with such pride and enthusiasm.

The next day the competition
started | coul dnodt
amount of people panning and the
speed they finished in. As a junior
I had only used the flat pan once
or twice and my time was around
seven minutes! | knew | desper-
ately needed to speed up or my
chances of winning a medal were
close to nothing. So, most morn-
ings | would wake up early, head
down to the practice troughs and
pan out a few shovelfuls of sand.
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admit it was a much more fun way of drinking cider!

During the Championship | tried my hand at Celtic bowling. Teams take it in turns to stand on a step and throw a
ball at 25 small wooden sticks. If your aim was better than mine and you knocked some down the ball had to reach
past the 25m line; iif the ball failed to reach then the knock
practice shots i | missed them all!l Then we teamed up; two Dutch teams, two South African teams, one Spanish
team and a Scottish team (which consisted of an Englishman, a Dutchman and two Scots T not truly Scottish but we
were the majority). During the game | managed to hit the wood
and the ball didndét roll over the 25m |line. The game | asted |
Scottish team didndt win however congratulations to the winni

When | was told by Esther and my cousin Katie that | had won a bronze medal in the juniors | was so over-
whel med. This was such an amazing achievement for me and beca
it hard to express how | felt. So | wore the largest, cheesiest smile possible let out a scream of sheer excitement and
dive -bombed into the river 1 fully clothed!

Walking up to the podium was very nerve -racking. | could pick out the voices of my friends and family in the crowd
and | was praying that my cheeks weren6t turning a shade of s
ing of pride and joy was overwhel ming. Seeing the faces of pe

ing, cheering and clapping was indescribable. As the British national anthem bellowed from the speakers | blinked
back tears. Wearing my bronze medal and with my cheesy grin plastered across my face | knew this was a moment
that | wondét forget.

I would just like to thank everyone who helped me improve my panning, especially Sam Tthe new menos
champion 1 and Esther, to everyone who cheered me on, to those who organised Navelgas 2008 championships and
to everyone who turned up because without you all | wo-youdnot

Jenny Collins

Scottish Wedding

v % Onthe 1st of May at the site of the 1991 World Goldpanning championships an
nual British and Scottish hills of Wanlockhead and Leadhills, Daisy Thurkettle n
ried Martyn Roper.

(You may remember in Spain at the World Championships, her father Vincent i
everybody to her wedding! )

Well, the day finally arrived and with an excellent representation of goldpanners from England, !
land, Wales, Spain, Finland, Italy and the Netherlands along with famil
and friends the two were wed. Of course any event involving goldpann
near gold rivers meant at certain times smart clothes were replaced by
lies and shovels and friends could be found digging hales

and panning down the dirt!

The wedding rings were made from Welsh and Scott
gold which was panned by Daisy and Martyn with gu
ance from Vince.
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Perthshire is so beautiful .. Visit to Scotland

Oh yes, Jonathan Wheeler says, here in Perthshire in the southern parts of The Highlands things are
different from Wanlockhead. Here we for sure have more gold in our waters, but here things are differ-
ent!

We have been driving by car 150 so beautiful kilometers from Wanlockhead in Scottish Lowlands north to Loch Tay
and Perthshire. We are breath taken by the Scottish landscape, it is just so marvelous! As the ladies we are we first
stop in Crieff in a shop with knitting yarn at very good prices and then in another shop selling a lot of minerals both
polished and unpolished, still at very good prices. And everything is just SO wonderful!

But now we have to push on to a very sweet little town named Aberfeldy and there we are to meet with Jonathan
Wheeler from Panvasking Scotland and Donald Ridell
from Highland Adventure Safaris.

e By ——

We start with the town. Aberfeldy is such a lovely and
idyllic place on the northeast tip of Loch Tay in the
southern part of Scottish Highlands. In the old days it
was a local center for transports of cattle far around.
Both cows and sheep. The cows are quite rare today but
the sheep are still well represented, lots of picturesque
little white dots high up in the beautiful hills.

As for the Swedish west coast, southern parts of Skane
and the archipelago of Stockholm, Perthshire is a land-
scape now being almost hugged to death by people with
money. Latest newcomer amongst the celebrities of the
town is J K Rowling, you know the lady with the books
about Harry Potter.... No, | am not critical at all, | don’t
envy her all the money because she has earned it, it is

: . just the structure | wish to describe. Prices on grounds
Dagmar Stenecker from GGF Sweden takes a break in and houses rise to fantasy levels which makes it very
Perthshire after a quite rewarding day difficult for old inhabitants and their children to stay
where they are born.

So here it is very different from Wanlockhead, the village we first visited on this October trip to Scotland. There you
have only ONE landowner, the Duke of Buccleuch who owns both the land and mineral rights since hundreds of years
back and is kind enough to lease his rights to the museum in Wanlockhead who in turn may sell panning licenses to
tourist for a reasonable amount which makes everybody happy.

Here it is definitely quite different!
Hi mate!

We have located Jonathan Wheeler over Internet and with help from the big tourist office Visit Scotland and meet
with him in a very nice coffee shop in this picturesque town. Jonathan for sure has a very mixed background. He has
grown up "a little bit everywhere" in this world as his father works with buying different types of tea for the big com-
pany Lipton. This explains a great deal, i e his childhood years in Indonesia. Anyway, Jonathan has an education
within natural sciences and has worked as a tour guide with mountain climbers both in the Alps and in the Himalaya
- "oh no, just up to base camp on the level of 5,500 meters...." and learned panning for gold in Australia.

- Al met those two elderly men in Queensland. They owned a big area with a lot of sand and they wanted someone
else to pan it through for them, so this | did. | slept in their house, they had beds but | slept on the kitchen table.
You find both snakes and crocodiles there, so the kitchen table actually was the safest place to sleep when snakes
and crocodiles crawled through the house at nights . 0

Oh yes, this is our man!

Back in Scotland since a few years Jonathan now leases panning rights in a gold bearing water from a close by land-
owner and gives courses in panning. He would very much love to work full time with this! Then in Perthshire you
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have gold, a LOT of gold, Jonathan says with a smile when we meet in the coffee shop and picks a few samples out
of the pockets of his jacket. Nuggets. BIG nuggets. And flakes, so big they actually not are flakes but small nuggets.

Oh yes, THIS we have come here to see!
Wow, the first nugget

We head off with car to a place a few kilometers out of town, we can watch deer and grouse and Jonathan tells us he
has been given permission from the landowner to pan here as he now has us two visitors from this organization of
panners from Sweden.

Panning first day gives just a little as the waters here too are so high because so much more rain than normal has
fallen in Scotland this fall. But the next day starts absolutely fine! In his fourth pan Jonathan gets a nugget as big as
my the nail of my thumb! And so it continues! No more this big nuggets but smaller nuggets. We work with Jona-
than’s own version of the Henderson pump (a plastic
tube with a tennis ball on a stick) and it is a bit diffi-
cult to suck the sand and gravel up as the waters are
so high. So | go for a little walk to draw some
sketches for water colour paintings alter on. When |
come back Dagmar and Jonathan has filled up a pan
with gravel for me, they want me to have at least
something.

But their eyes get wider and wider as | pan not less
than nine little nuggets out of this very special pan!!!

But what about problems?

Oh yes, there are several. In Wanlockhead we have
visited earlier there is only one big land owner leasing
his mineral rights to the Museum of Wanlockhead
where interested panners can buy a panning licenses
for a very reasonable amount of money.

In Perthshire there are several big landowners with Jonathan Wheeler runs Panning in Perthshire
quite other interests. Many of them invest in game
hunting of deer, roe deer and grouse. It pays off good, to hunt here for one day can cost the hunter about 1,000£.
There are also other landowners more interested in investing in building summer houses and luxurious villas in those
so very attractive  surroundings.

And then there happens to be that old story with ruthless panners who were here once with some type of small ex-
cavator and behaved very badly. Then in the surroundings in Perthshire there is a lot of gold.

Write a "letter to the editor"!

We discuss those matters a lot with Jonathan and try to find a common line. As Swedish tourists we always are very
careful about nature and always ready to obey local restrictions, as interested as we are maybe in the future to be
able to pan for gold in Perthshire on about similar conditions as in Wanlockhead, i e to pay for a panning licenses
either per day, per week or per season. And of course with total consideration to all local restrictions for nature pro-
tection.

Jonathan pins down the problems. The land owners are quite a few, till now game hunting has given a lot of money.
There is an ongoing discussion about panning on different local and regional levels within the community but the vul-
gar propaganda against panners as ruthless devastators of nature has those days won the majority. Unfortunately.

We meet later that evening in the pub later together with Jonathan’s girlfriend Sally, student of environmental is-

sues, and discuss the matters over again over a beer and some haggis. As there happens to be this much gold in
the region, would it not be possible after all to come up with an agreeable solution that could satisfy all? To make

decision makers on different levels aware of the fact that gold panning tourists like us are no robbers? And make it
possible to give an income from selling panning licenses to tourists for those land owners with goldbearing waters on
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their ground who are not that interested in focusing on
game hunting? Panning tourists would give an income to
Perthshire as well, they would stay overnight, they
would shop, eat and so on....

So Jonathan asks us for a favour. Please write a "letter
to the editor" of the local newspaper and tell what you
have experienced. So this we do, we write a nice little
letter to the local newspaper as tourists from abroad
and very kindly ask for permission to be able to pan in
the future in those precious goldbeating waters. The
answer comes by returning e -mail. Our sheer appear-
ance and the rumor we represent a gold bearing place
in south Sweden with 25,000 visitors per season (read
Guldvaskningen i Adelfors) has given as result that
Jonathan immediately gets the opportunity to negotiate
with yet another private landowner about panning per-
mission.

Vivica Grantén from GGF Sweden checking a pan in
Perthshire waters

So maybe it will ease up? All panners are not devasta-
tors, Swedish panners know how to behave in nature
and Perthshire is SO beautiful! And that special nugget
Jonathan got in his fourth pan, big as my thumb nail, is still in my memory.

Jeep safari with champagne

But you find other attractions by Loch Tay as well. Here you have Highland Safaris with shop and restaurant with

local specialties, managed by Donald Ridell and his wife with staff. Here you are offered safaris with jeep in the

beautiful Scottish hills and you can chose from different types of excursions at different price levels. You can chose a

ride with jeep and your own driver and guide in order to marvel the fantastic nature not possible to reach for those

who cannot or don’t want to walk by foot. Or as a team -building activity for your company. If you wish an exclusive
party tent and want to be served salmon and champagne together with your colleagues in a very remote beautiful

valley, an experience of a lifetime, you can order it by Donald! He’ll fix it...

Donald also offers panning by his lodge but here the target group is mostly children. You have panning ditches with
gravel from the close by baryt -mine and the children get panning instructions, not so often gold but different types
of minerals. Gold panning? But of course! But usually Donald then contacts Jonathan....

Back to the beginning. As local and regional decision -makers consider how to follow the rules who actually stipulates
that all mineral rights in Great Britain belong to the state - The Crown, despite the opinion of local landowners and
as the representatives of the big tourist company Visit Scotland at our visit in Glasgow with great delight tell us they

would love to do all they can to give service for visiting panners, we just wait. And hope our nice little "letter to the

editor" in the local Scottish newspaper in Perthshire will show the result we so eagerly hope for. That we as foreign

tourists the forthcoming summer are SO very much welcome to buy local panning permissions and pan in those gor-

geous waters in Perthshire, preferably together with Jonathan.

Till further on Jonathan Wheeler goes on with his main income source, his event hall for paint -ball -enthusiasts. But
he would like very much to see members from GGF as his visitors. If you wish to pan with Jonathan as instructor in

the water he today leases from a local landowner it costs 25£ for three hours, i e 320 SEK, then everything is in-

cluded except "wellies" (which is a short form for rubber boots, named after the Duke of Wellington, he who beat up

the French emperor Napoleon in Waterloo once, remember?). For groups of five persons or more it costs 10£, hardly

130 SEK, for half a day. Jonathans e -mail address you find below. But when summer is here maybe you may pan by
yourself and buy a local panning permission, maybe this will be the result of our visit?

Vivica Grantén and Dagmar Stenecker from GGF visited Perthshire, Scotland

Our thanks to Jonathan Wheeler, jon@perthshirepaintball.com, Donald Ridell at Highland Safaris, www.highlandsafaris.net,
info@highlandsafaris.net, the tourist organisation Visit Scotland, www.visitscotland.com and to Enterprise Europe Network
Jonkdping, www.enterpriseeurope.se who granted us a scholarship to establish those contacts. Maybe something for other compa-
nies to think about?
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"Yukon Dan Gold Panning in The Classroom"
\ | 'm very proud to say I'm the only Canadian that travels around Canada teaching what I love doing.

It is not uncommon for me to teach "6,000" people a year the art of gold panning.

Most of my presentation are in school's teaching "Hands On" with students of all ages.

Teachers cover various topics in the curriculum ranging from Rocks & Minerals, World Gold Rushes,
Earth & Science, Pioneer Days & Canadian history.
All students go home with "Gold Fever", teaching about what is below our feet is very important, we use minerals
we extract from methods of mining for our everyday uses with most people in the world not realizing.
Actually it's very sad people don't realize where all our belongings come from.
In a classroom presentation that is roughly "85" minutes long the students will learn more information about min-
ing then what a teacher can teach in a week.

My presentations have brought me to some of the big-
gest mining conventions in Canada at these | get to
show the Presidents, CEO's my "Hands On" technique
on gold recovery.

This year | was very proud to have hosted the "150th"
Fraser River Gold Panning Championships in "2008".
We had "110" gold panners compete in various compe-
titions, "Gold Fever" was had by all.

All children plus teens that competed received a brand
new gold pan with a bag of paydirt for entering.

The professional panners that joined us were more than
happy to teach plus coach the beginner gold panners
from all
ages.

Having them
there was a
huge plus for
beginners, it
gave them

all the confidence needed to compete.

The competition lasted for three days, full of excitement for all,
throughout the competitions we held gold rush events for all panners.

The gold panning area was overwhelmed with enthusiastic panners for
the two days.

We held individual competitions for all panners with the fastest panners
receiving some very special prizes.

The most interesting competition was the two person blind fold event
were the panner was blind folded & their partner was their eyes. Once
the panner was finished they switched.

My plan was to do this
competition for British

Columbia's 150th An-

niversary, it went over
so well that is why we are doing it again this year.

All panners throughout the world are invited to win all prizes

The most important part to the competition is that it was run
fairly, ALL gold panners use the same style of gold pan, the tradi-
tional medal pan from the "1858" Fraser River Gold Rush.

Well my friends Hope to see you at the "2009" Fraser River Gold
Panning Championships August 28th - 30th
Dan
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CALIFORNIA STATE OPEN AND US NATIONAL GOLD PANNING CHAMPI-

dominated the overall Championships, counting the Na-

One hundred and eighty six panners went through a tionals. Mike took four gold medals and two silver, Don

wild and woolly two day event, held on 30 " and 31 * Au-  took three gold medals, one silver and one bronze. Bar-
gust 2008 at Forest Hill 7 California T USA. bara took two gold medals, two silver and one bronze.
The panners came to determine who was going to have These three took all of the US National Championship
the bragging rights of being the best i atleast for one gold medals.

Here are the winners )

State Champions -

Mens Skilled:  Gold i Mike Sutton, Silver i Mike Clark,
Bronze i Paul Pekarek

Veterans: Gold i Don Robinson, Silver i John McClure,
Bronze i Stan Makiney

Womens Skilled : Gold 1 Hollie Watson, Silver i Barbara
Sutton, Bronze 1 Carol Ebbitt

Open: Gold i Jim Eakin, Silver i Chris Farrell, Bronze i
Don Robinson

Classic Pan : Gold i Mike Sutton, Silver i Ron Mills,
Bronze i Barbara Sutton

Beginners :

Gold i Kathleen Cunningham, Silver T David Wasserman,
Bronze i John Nelson

Juniors : Gold i Kyle Gilbrech, Silver 1 Sierra Starr,
Bronze i Haley Hassen

Teams:

. We-3-JBC Gold i Barbara Cardoza, Carol Ebbitt, Jan
Makiney

49ers Silver 1 Mike Sutton, Barbara Sutton, Don Robin-

son

year! The US National was combined with the State Two Roses and a Thorn 7 Bronze i Karen Bartholomew, Fuzzy
Championships in a unique way by setting up the Na- Mason, Susan Okey

tional winners based on their performance in three dif- National Champions !

ferent State event Mens Skilled :
ere ate events. Gold i Mike Sutton, Silver T Jim Eakin, Bronze Mike Clark and

Don Robinson (tied)

This year, the Californian State Championships ex- Veterans:
panded the number of panning events, with medals Gold i Don Robinson, Silver 7 Mike Sutton, Bronze i John
awarded in each of the following events for Skilled Men, McClure and Barbara Sutton (tied)
Skilled Women, Veterans, Beginners, Juniors, Teams, Womens Skilled
Gold i Barbara Sutton, Silver i Carol Ebbitt, Bronze - Karen Bar-

Open and Classic Pan.

The two new events added this year were the Open and th°|°m,ew
. . . . L Teams:
the Cl_assm Pan. This brings the State Champ|pnsh|ps in 49ers: Gold - Mike Sutton, Barbara Sutton, Don Robinson
line with the World Gold Panning Championships. The Two Roses and a Thorn: Silver i Karen Bartholomew, Fuzzy Ma-
Open event, is any type of gold pan including the Ferrari son, Susan Okey
or flat pans from Europe. The Classic Pan event is steel We-3-JBC: Bronze 1 Barbara Cardoza, Carol Ebbitt, Jan Makiney.
pans only, conforming to the gold pans used primarily Congratulations to all the winners!
during the gold rush of California. Panners went for
all their worth without losing any gold. This is hard : ’
to do when you have previous State, National and N e 1
World Champions breathing down your neck! -~ ',
Saturday were the preliminaries with the objective -
of determining the best 12 panners in each event. " »
The best advanced to Sunday for a real head -to-

head shootout. The Beginners and Juniors had their ! 4. }\

finals on Saturday. - - 28
Sunday began with fast and furious, but controlled &4 AP
and scheduled, semi finals to arrive at the top six <
in each category and then these six went on to de-
termine the champions.. The only exception was
that the top six Three Persons Teams advanced
from the preliminaries to the finals on Sunday.

By the end of the day, the State and National
Champions emerged.

Mike Sutton, Don Robinson and Barbara Sutton

A
o
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The

i Wel come

championships were held in the Gordon
gardens on Sunday 28 September 2008.
Weather was perfect and a great family day for around 44
individual panners, from youngsters five year old, to vet-
erans.

A noticeable increase in Novice Men and Novice Women
participation rate as each year people become more con-
fident at having a go at this enjoyable pastime.

Coiltek provided the gold for the practice tubs which was
readily pounced upon, especially the children, who licked
the barrel clean and showing off their flakes of gold.
Specially made mini Qanta pans for Juniors had been pro-
vided by our trusty sponsor Martin Marks, introducing
youngsters to new gold panning technology.

Traditional steel gold pans were provided for those who
had never panned before. Seasoned panners battled it
out to retain their previous titles and panning times are
getting shorter each year and compare favourably with
times recorded at World Gold Panning Championships.

A celebrity event held the crowd spellbound as they
watched this yearés
panner from Queensland and a husband and wife team
from Bendigo, who all represented Australia in the World
Gold Panning Championships in Spain in July this year.

The fAGol den Triangl eo
gold nuggets as prizes, was also hotly contested with
younger panners competing against older, seasoned pan-
ners, which just goes to show that the interest in gold
panning is gathering momentum.

Panners and their families had travelled as far away as
Queensland, NSW, Melbourne, Colac, Bacchus Marsh, Bal-
larat, Bendigo and Daylesford.

Congratulations to all the Dunolly Traders who decorated
their shops and windows with
flags promoting goldpanning. This brought on many
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Our special thanks to Bryce Rawlings for his commentary
during the Championships. Well Done Bryce! Also to
FIl ynn Ward
ing Central Goldfields Shire Council, who presented each

winner with their medals and prizes on behalf of our As-
sociation.

from the public as
iWnng Dunolly isbo.

We wish to thank all our sponsors, service clubs, traders,
time keepers and volunteers who set up and cleaned up
for their support throughout the day for another great
Annual Community event.

Tony Mills from GoldSearch presented the major prize, a
Whitebds met al
which was really appreciated. Henry Doran, President of

the fAiwWel come Strangero Gol d

Martin Marks, who could not be with us today, presented
speed

the | atest O0Qantabd pan

Women. This type speed pan has been used during the

last 4 World Gold Panning Championships and is very

fast.

t he croP() which included a
Our thanks to all our sponsors for many of second ary

prizes and children's events.

6Sovereigns on Broadwayd who
and gold banner had peopl e
tashhfchRaBPFEFRd 3 local

To our judges, recorders, time keepers and bucket bri-
gade who must have shovelled 4 tones of gravel during
the course of the day, a very big thank you. These are
people behind the scenes and a vital component in the
success of the event.

Also a special thank you to the staff of the CFA who pro-

vided the BBQ and drinks as panners dribbled in all day
for quality food.

RUNtne yeqr! Thapks ﬁﬂé”"@ 10 QVANPNeA UL i e

support was really appreciated.
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Gold news from Finland

Summer 2008 shall be remembered as the

summer with big nuggets in Finland. Gold

miner Raimo Kanamaki found 113 gram
nugget in July from his claim in Lemmenjoki. The nugget
was later sold at 30 000 euro. The first of August there
was solar eclipse in northern Finland. Amazingly two big
nuggets were found at the very same day. Jouko Korho-
nen and Jari Jarvinen found an 88 gram nugget in Lem-

menjoki. Risto and Maija Vehvildinen hit even bigger, 193
gram nugget from their claim in Sotajoki. The latter is 5
biggest gold nugget ever in Finland. All the discoveries
were done with hydraulic excavators.

Autumn 2008 shall be remembered by miners from a
catastrophic proposal for a new mining law. After nine
years work authorities published the proposal which
would put an end to professional gold mining in Finland.
Digging with machines shall be banned after a short pe-
riod. Professional miners who now have permanent min-
ing areas must claim their area again. Recreational gold
miners shall be punished with 5 times higher fees and
more burocracy. The new law in proposed form would
make it impossible to make a living by gold digging. The
fight continues in political scene.

Edi

Spring Meeting of the Exec Committee

From the 28th May to 2nd June the
spring board meeting was held in Italy in
the town of Biella, home of the 2009
World Goldpanning Championships. The
executive board consisting of Vincent
Thurkettle, Arturo Ramella, Esko Orava,
(with apologies from Pirjo Muotkajarvi)
along with committee chairs Ken Karls-
son and Paul
Thurkettle worked
to prepare for the
new president
handover, statutes
and WGA competi-
tion rules as well as
work on ongoing
issues within the
WGA.

A press conference was

also held with the Mayors of
three municipalities and the
chief administrator of
AVillaggi Valle

On the Sunday the board visited the construction site of

the 2009 World
Championships and
itestedo
pools with a pan-
ning competition.
During lunch with
the Italian gold vol-
unteers who are
building the site,
the President con-
gratulated them on
an excellent layout
and looked forward to seeing it fully completed.

torés Meeting

There will be a meeting of all the editors of national gold associations and web sites in Italy
during the World Championships. Its aim will be to discuss liaisons between the WGA web
site and magazine and national publications. Please check the notice boards for date and

place.
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Tamshivacu A dream come true

Probably like you, when I first heard this word | wanted to answer : Bless youl.
But in fact, it was the name of the village where Ariane and | would be going to experience the
"jungle”.

We had arrived the day before in Iquitos in Peru. It is a town that can only be reached by boat or plane in the middle

of the Peruvian jungle in the North East not far from Brazil and Columbia. There, the heat and moisture weigh on

your whole body for days making you sweat pea size drops until you relax and adopt the appropriate walking pace.

When preparing the trip, | avidly read the article in the Golden Times Kalko and Inkeri had written about their gold-

panning trip to Peru in 2000. Unfortunately, our plans took us to other part of the country and when leaving for the

Land of Gold, | had given up the idea of panning with the Garimperos. After two weeks travelling the conventional

routes in the south (Machu Pichu, Cusco, Arequipa, €é) Ariane and

We disembarked in the mud

Almost a third of Peru is covered by the jungle and Iquitos was the best place to start from. Soon we contacted a
man met on the internet and the next day we arrived in Tamshiyacu. The vertical sun poured its heat on us as we
disembarked in the mud. Nobody to welcome us, no dancing, no children running around naked and a desert plaza
de Armas surrounded by flat brick buildings. Not quite like | imagined an Amazonian village. | wasn't disappointed, it
was too hot to be, but | must confess I'd expected something much more like the stereotyped image spread by the
NG documentaries. Amongst the little crowd, a man stepped forward and we were introduced to the ever smiling
Juan, our guide for three days.

We met real Amazonia

We were given a hotel room but the rest of the time, Juan would be with us and we would be with him and his fam-

ily. So we took our first meal in his house and there, outside the center of the village, we met real Amazonia. Juan

lives in a small house made of a palm roof and wooden boards 6 meters by 6 with 7 children and his wife. The elec-
tricity supply is out of work, water comes from a 200 litre drum and the stove is made of
clay. The street is trenched to install a sewage drain but Juan won't benefit from it unless
he raises his house by three meters. Beside this will mean a new pollution source for the
Amazon because all the village's waste water will be channeled to the river and there are
no plans for a treatment plant. Progress has a cost, let it be environmental.

In no time, his wife spread artwork on a table and explained they wanted to build an ex-
tension for the house and they needed money. After dinner we went with Juan to drink a
marvelously cool beer in a street shop before going to bed.

The pristine forest

During two days Juan introduced us to the "jungle” and we quickly realized that the jun-
gle wasn't there anymore. For kilometers around the village there were chakras
(vegetable and fruit garden) and the original forest had completely disappeared. Butter-
flies and birds were plentiful but the big birds, the turtles, the alligators, the snakes and
huge trees were absent. We learned that the real jungle had now to be protected in Na-
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