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Message from the President 
 

W ell, the last six years have 

gone past very quickly. My 

time as the WGA President is 

nearly over, I have enjoyed it 

hugely and hope that I 

have made at least a little 

progress with you all in 

making our sport and pas-

sion a world -class event. It 

has been a great honour 

and I thank all of you 

who've helped me over the 

years.  

 

Last year I found some very 

beautiful gold and made 

some wonderful new friends 

and this set me thinking. If 

we firstly consider gold; it is timeless, beautiful, 

durable, won't let you down, and a joy to find and 

hold. Now consider my friends and your friends in 

the world of gold prospecting -  they are timeless, 

beautiful people, durable friends, they won't let 

you down, and they are a joy to meet up with, 

hug and hear all their news over a cup of tea, or 

more likely, some beer! So you see, like pets and 

their owners, we have become like the very gold 

we seek.  

 

And what about our work and achievements over 

the last six years. A huge amount of progress has 

been made in ensuring the development of new 

and exciting gold pan designs while still safe-

guarding our traditions and the classic gold pan 

designs. We have also thought very hard about how 

the competitions should run to make sure that the 

panners are involved in the competition for as long 

as possible. That seems to be a really important 

point, people enjoy competing and they want to do 

lots! And our communications are really excellent 

now. Golden Times is a joy to read, the website is 

the world's number one portal to contact national 

gold associations. We have also updated and clari-

fied our rules and statutes. We have achieved a 

great deal, but of course there is always more. I 

wanted to explore linking the WGA closer to univer-

sities and professional people or companies with a 

specific interest in geology, mineralogy and the oc-

currence of natural gold -  but my time is up, some-

body else will have to do that if they want to.  

 

So now we have the job of choosing the next presi-

dent in Italy, there are so many good people to 

choose from. Please let your National Representa-

tives know who you want as your next world presi-

dent and then they can put forward the nominations 

to the WGA Secretary, Pirjo. I will find it hard to 

leave after so many years as treasurer and then 

president, but, as in all of life, we have our time to 

make the best of things and then must move on. So 

you gold prospectors, travel, have adventures, find 

new gold and new friends for they are both treasure!  

 

Vince  
 

 

Vincent Thurkettle  
President  

From the Editor ...  

Welcome to our spring edition of 2009!  Having just returned from my niece Daisyõs wedding in Scot-

land, I am reminded of the friendships our community grows and the longevity of our relationships. 

Daisy started goldpanning at the age of 5 attending and befriending goldpanners from around the world. 

Now in her mid twenty's she still attends championships and was honoured when panners from the world 

came to her special event. It is lovely when you can fly thousands of miles, go to a strange town or city 

and instantly know four hundred people!  

This year will bring changes to our association with a new president and members of the executive committee. Our thanks 

go to Vince for his leadership and we look forward to supporting our next president as well.  

Golden Times is our magazine that spans all our nations and organisations,  along with the WGA website it provides con-

tacts and stories from the World as well as providing dates of competitions and events. As ever, we rely on you to provide 

us your adventures and events, otherwise GT will become a very thin publication!  

See you in Italy!  

To contact our editor staff please send to     wga_comms@yahoogroups.com 
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  Dear Friends,  

 

here I am while another golden year starts and this very year is special to me as never before.  

Working in the Board gave me the opportunity to stay closer to the central point of decisions in 
the W.G.A. and, above all, gave me the chance to write the Statutes of our organization.  
During last years I also wrote the Flag protocol and then I was side by side to President Vincent 
Thurkettle and Competition Committee chairman Ken Karlsson in writing the new rules for com-
petitions.  
 

I had the big pleasure to talk to really many of you, thousands friends in gold and this let me 
know your opinions and thoughts about the great gold family we are.  
 
Our organization improves every year thanks to the cooperation of many of you, I can say of all 
of you: some are just talking and some are doing, but all of you is important to the W.G.A. as a 
single brick in a wall.  

 
Now I am finalizing my job and I am seeing the dream come true. The World is coming to Biella 
finally! I hope you will enjoy your time in my own Country, my homeland, the place where I was 
born. The place I contributed to build as a new spot in the goldpanning world only 9 years ago 

when we started build the Arena for the Euro2001 event. It was a long way believe me, a huge 
and tiring job to do but I feel thrilled already now, before the event itself startsé This is not fair! 

I hope you will appreciate Victimula golden village and Zubiena town, the hamlet of Vermogno and the town of 

Biella, capital of our province, the Biellese area of hills and woodlands, mountains and rivers, the single gold chip 
you will hopefully find in them. And the Italian food and drinks.  
 
If so, my dream it will not just be true, it will be a wonderful special one to store in my mind.  
And I will be there waiting for you and your relatives and friends coming, together with the Organisation Commit-
tee, the Italian goldpanners and the Zubiena and Biellese inhabitants, to welcome you.  
So, see you soon in Italy, at Biella2009 W.G.C.  

 
yours,  
 
Arturo  

World Goldpanning Association  

Executive Committee Election  
 

I n 2009 the president and treasurer positions are up for election. Both serving 

members Vincent Thurkettle and Esko Orava have completed two terms and can-

not stand again.  
 

Nominations will be accepted up to 24 hours before the WGA council meeting. 

Nominations must be submitted to the secretary in writing.  
 

Nominees will be invited to give a 2 -3 minute speech outlining why they are suit-

able for the position. Each nation will then vote via their national representa-

tives.  The winning candidates will then serve the three year term.  

   

 For more details on the election process please see the WGA Statues on the 

WGA website. http://www.w -g-a.org 
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M y first world gold panning championship 

was held in Navelgas ï the north west of 
Spain in the province of Asturias ï was and it was reas-
suring to see familiar faces as I turned up at the camp-
site. Looking over the field where the panning was to 
be held I was in awe at the sheer size of everything as 
I was only used to our quaint British championship in 
Wanlochead. My aunt Yvonne took me on a tour of Na-

valgas and introduced me to all the smiling faces. Eve-
ryone I met was so friendly and I felt really accepted. I 
had arrived for the World championship on the 20 th  so I 

had a day and a half to find my feet and do a little 
practice before the parade and opening ceremony.  

 

The parade was magical. The Spanish had put a lot of 
time and effort into it! The bagpipers and band were 
the perfect way to begin the pa-
rade; they just lifted everyoneôs 

spirit after having to wait in the 
very hot sun. Walking through the 
streets was so exhilarating, sing-
ing my heart out, with people 
cheering on either side holding 
bright orange balloons and small 

orange lions that the Dutch were 
handing out. It was great to see 
people supporting their country 
with such pride and enthusiasm.  

 

The next day the competition 
started I couldnôt believe the 

amount of people panning and the 
speed they finished in. As a junior 
I had only used the flat pan once 
or twice and my time was around 
seven minutes! I knew I desper-
ately needed to speed up or my 
chances of winning a medal were 

close to nothing. So, most morn-
ings I would wake up early, head 
down to the practice troughs and 
pan out a few shovelfuls of sand. 

While I was down there we held time trials for the British 

National Team; although I didnôt make it into the team it 
was good practice and I managed to shave four minutes 
off my time.  

 
There had been a few days of panning before I had a 

chance to pan and I was completely dreading getting into 
a trough. ñYouôre going to make an utter fool of yourself!ò 

kept running through my head. Although people said I 
would be fine I couldnôt shake my nerves. Standing knee 
deep in the trough did nothing for my anxiety as I had 
once hoped it would. Then looking out over the sea of 
faces I could feel something other than fear inside me. 
ñReady.ò My heart pounded in my throat. ñGet set.ò 

Adrenaline gripped my body. ñGO!ò My body moved like 
clockwork: gravel in the pan and pan in the water. I could 

hear my team mates shouting but I tried my best to focus 
on my panning. When the majority of the gravel had dis-
appeared, I swirled what was left and to my relief I saw 
three shiny nuggets staring up at me. After I had placed 
my nuggets into the tube I leapt from the trough and let 

my team carry on panning. Walking from the panning area 
I sighed: the first pan is always the most nerve racking.  

 
The music festival was one of the highlights of the 

championship in my eyes. Even though I found the first 
singer not to my taste I loved the rest of the music! Dot-
ted throughout the festival were Spanish men dressed as 

Romans pouring and handing out cider. I began to walk 
away, sipping at the delicious cider, when the óRomanô 
who poured it for me told me I was drinking it all wrong. 
He took my empty glass from me then refilled it; he 

passed me the glass and motioned for me to start drinking 
then said, ñAll in one!ò I downed the cider and held the 

empty glass up to a cheer from the óRomansô. I have to 

My first World Championship  
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 admit it was a much more fun way of drinking cider!  
 
During the Championship I tried my hand at Celtic bowling. Teams take it in turns to stand on a step and throw a 

ball at 25 small wooden sticks. If your aim was better than mine and you knocked some down the ball had to reach 

past the 25m line; if the ball failed to reach then the knocked down pins wouldnôt be counted. We all had a couple of 
practice shots ï I missed them all! Then we teamed up; two Dutch teams, two South African teams, one Spanish 
team and a Scottish team (which consisted of an Englishman, a Dutchman and two Scots ï not truly Scottish but we 
were the majority). During the game I managed to hit the wooden sticks but unfortunately I didnôt hit it hard enough 
and the ball didnôt roll over the 25m line. The game lasted less than an hour and it was no great surprise that the 
Scottish team didnôt win however congratulations to the winning Dutch team! 
 

When I was told by Esther and my cousin Katie that I had won a bronze medal in the juniors I was so over-
whelmed. This was such an amazing achievement for me and because Iôve never won anything so big before I found 
it hard to express how I felt. So I wore the largest, cheesiest smile possible let out a scream of sheer excitement and 
dive -bombed into the river ï fully clothed!  

 
Walking up to the podium was very nerve - racking. I could pick out the voices of my friends and family in the crowd 

and I was praying that my cheeks werenôt turning a shade of scarlet! However, when I stood on the podium the feel-
ing of pride and joy was overwhelming. Seeing the faces of people Iôd just met and those Iôd known for years smil-

ing, cheering and clapping was indescribable. As the British national anthem bellowed from the speakers I blinked 
back tears. Wearing my bronze medal and with my cheesy grin plastered across my face I knew this was a moment 
that I wonôt forget. 

 
I would just like to thank everyone who helped me improve my panning, especially Sam ï the new menôs proficient 

champion ï and Esther, to everyone who cheered me on, to those who organised Navelgas 2008 championships and 
to everyone who turned up because without you all I wouldnôt have had the best holiday of my life. Thank-you.  
Jenny Collins  

Scottish Wedding  

On the 1st of May at the site of the 1991 World Goldpanning championships and an-

nual British and Scottish hills of Wanlockhead and Leadhills, Daisy Thurkettle mar-

ried Martyn Roper.  

(You may remember in Spain at the World Championships, her father Vincent invited 

everybody to her wedding! ) 

 

Well, the day finally arrived and with an excellent representation of goldpanners from England, Scot-

land, Wales, Spain, Finland, Italy and the Netherlands along with family 

and friends the two were wed. Of course any event involving goldpanners 

near gold rivers meant at certain times smart clothes were replaced by wel-

lies and shovels and friends could be found digging holes 

and panning down the dirt! 

 

The wedding rings were made from Welsh and Scottish 

gold which was panned by Daisy and Martyn with guid-

ance from Vince. 

 

We wish them all the very best for their future! 
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 Oh yes, Jonathan Wheeler says, here in Perthshire in the southern parts of The Highlands things are 

different from Wanlockhead. Here we for sure have more gold in our waters, but here things are differ-
ent!  

We have been driving by car 150 so beautiful kilometers from Wanlockhead in Scottish Lowlands north to Loch Tay 
and Perthshire. We are breath taken by the Scottish landscape, it is just so marvelous! As the ladies we are we first 
stop in Crieff in a shop with knitting yarn at very good prices and then in another shop selling a lot of minerals both 
polished and unpolished, still at very good prices. And everything is just SO wonderful!  

But now we have to push on to a very sweet little town named Aberfeldy and there we are to meet with Jonathan 
Wheeler from Panvasking Scotland and Donald Ridell 
from Highland Adventure Safaris.  

We start with the town. Aberfeldy is such a lovely and 
idyllic place on the northeast tip of  Loch Tay in the 

southern part of Scottish Highlands. In the old days it 
was a local center for transports of cattle far around. 

Both cows and sheep. The cows are quite rare today but 
the sheep are still well represented, lots of picturesque 
little white dots high up in the beautiful hills.  

As for the Swedish west coast, southern parts of  Skåne 
and the archipelago of Stockholm, Perthshire is a land-
scape now being almost hugged to death by people with 
money. Latest newcomer amongst the celebrities of the 
town is J K Rowling, you know the lady with the books 
about Harry Potter.... No, I am not critical at all, I don´t 

envy her all the money because she has earned it, it is 
just the structure I wish to describe. Prices on grounds 
and houses rise to fantasy levels which makes it very 

difficult for old inhabitants and their children to stay 
where they are born.  

So here it is very different from Wanlockhead, the village we first visited on this October trip to Scotland. There you 
have only ONE landowner, the Duke of Buccleuch who owns both the land and mineral rights since hundreds of years 
back and is kind enough to lease his rights to the museum in Wanlockhead who in turn may sell panning licenses to 
tourist for a reasonable amount which makes everybody happy.  

Here it is definitely quite different!  

Hi mate!  

We have located Jonathan Wheeler over Internet and with help from the big tourist office Visit Scotland and meet 
with him in a very nice coffee shop in this picturesque town. Jonathan for sure has a very mixed background. He has 
grown up "a little bit everywhere" in this world as his father works with buying different types of tea for the big com-

pany Lipton. This explains a great deal, i e his childhood years in Indonesia. Anyway, Jonathan has an education 
within natural sciences and has worked as a tour guide with mountain climbers both in the Alps and in the Himalaya 

-  "oh no, just up to base camp on the level of 5,500 meters...." and learned panning for gold in Australia.  

-  ñI met those two elderly men in Queensland. They owned a big area with a lot of sand and they wanted someone 

else to pan it through for them, so this I did. I slept in their house, they had beds but I slept on the kitchen table. 
You find both snakes and crocodiles there, so the kitchen table actually was the safest place to sleep when snakes 
and crocodiles crawled through the house at nights .ò 

Oh yes, this is our man!  

Back in Scotland since a few years Jonathan now leases panning rights in a gold bearing water from a close by land-
owner and gives courses in panning. He would very much love to work full time with this! Then in Perthshire you 

Perthshire is so beautiful  .. Visit to Scotland  

Dagmar Stenecker from GGF Sweden  takes a break in 
Perthshire after a quite rewarding day  
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 have gold, a LOT of gold, Jonathan says with a smile when we meet in the coffee shop and picks a few samples out 
of the pockets of his jacket. Nuggets. BIG nuggets. And flakes, so big they actually not are flakes but small nuggets.  

Oh yes, THIS we have come here to see!  

Wow, the first nugget  

We head off with car to a place a few kilometers out of town, we can watch deer and grouse and Jonathan tells us he 
has been given permission from the landowner to pan here as he now has us two visitors from this organization of 
panners from Sweden.  

Panning first day gives just a little as the waters here too are so high because so much more rain than normal has 
fallen in Scotland this fall. But the next day starts absolutely fine! In his fourth pan Jonathan gets a nugget as big as 
my the nail of my thumb! And so it continues! No more this big nuggets but smaller nuggets. We work with Jona-
than´s own version of the Henderson pump (a plastic 
tube with a tennis ball on a stick) and it is a bit diffi-
cult to suck the sand and gravel up as the waters are 

so high. So I go for a little walk to draw some 

sketches for water colour paintings alter on. When I 
come back Dagmar and Jonathan has filled up a pan 
with gravel for me, they want me to have at least 
something.  

But their eyes get wider and wider as I pan not less 
than nine little nuggets out of this very special pan!!!  

But what about problems?  

Oh yes, there are several. In Wanlockhead we have 
visited earlier there is only one big land owner leasing 
his mineral rights to the Museum of Wanlockhead 
where interested panners can buy a panning licenses 
for a very reasonable amount of money.  

In Perthshire there are several big landowners with 
quite other interests. Many of them invest in game 

hunting of deer, roe deer and grouse. It pays off good, to hunt here for one day can cost the hunter about 1,000£. 
There are also other landowners more interested in investing in building summer houses and luxurious villas in those 
so very attractive surroundings.  

And then there happens to be that old story with ruthless panners who were here once with some type of small ex-
cavator and behaved very badly. Then in the surroundings in Perthshire there is a lot of gold.  

Write a "letter to the editor"!  

We discuss those matters a lot with Jonathan and try to find a common line. As Swedish tourists we always are very 
careful about nature and always ready to obey local restrictions, as interested as we are maybe in the future to be 
able to pan for gold in Perthshire on about similar conditions as in Wanlockhead, i e to pay for a panning licenses 

either per day, per week or per season. And of course with total consideration to all local restrictions for nature pro-
tection.  

Jonathan pins down the problems. The land owners are quite a few, till now game hunting has given a lot of money. 
There is an ongoing discussion about panning on different local and regional levels within the community but the vul-
gar propaganda against panners as ruthless devastators of nature has those days won the majority. Unfortunately.  

We meet later that evening in the pub later together with Jonathan´s girlfriend Sally, student of environmental is-
sues, and discuss the matters over again over a beer and some  haggis. As there happens to be this much gold in 

the region, would it not be possible after all to come up with an agreeable solution that could satisfy all? To make 
decision makers on different levels aware of the fact that gold panning tourists like us are no robbers? And make it 
possible to give an income from selling panning licenses to tourists for those land owners with goldbearing waters on 

Jonathan Wheeler runs Panning in Perthshire  


