
Treasurer: Esko Orava, Finland 
 
I was born in the south-eastern part of Finland, from 1978 I have been living mostly in 
Lapland and have made occasionally some prospecting of gold during my summer holidays 
without any big success if we are not counting the fact in that I found the greatest gold nugget 
of my life near the Ivalojoki-river in 1988. 
She and I got married the next summer, 
and since then she has been my dear wife 
Eija.  
 
I have been serving since 1974 in Finnish 
Defence Forces as an officer. I retired Apr 
1st,

 
2003 from regular service.  

 
I have taken part in Finnish Goldpanning 
Championships as a volunteer since 1978 
and I have been a member of the 
organizing committee from 1982. Last 16 
years I have been the Chief Justice during 
the competitions in Tankavaara. As a 
competitor I have taken part in the World 
Goldpanning Championships since 1986.  
 
Some positions of trust I am proud to have 
in the Lappish Goldfields:  
 
1) Vice President of the Gold prospector Museum Association. 
2) Vice President of Gold prospectors Association of Finland. 
3) Member of the executive committee of the Friends of Lapinkulta. 
4) Treasurer of WGA since Willisau 2003. 
 
Yours sincerely  
Esko Orava 


